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What is the Phonics 
Screening Check?

• A decoding (word reading) test at the end of Year 1.

• It does not assess reading comprehension or spoken language.

• Designed to check that children know the expected sounds and can decode unfamiliar words.

•  40 words

• 20 are real words

• 20 are pseudo (nonsense) words

•  Expected mark has been 32 for a number of years



When is the Phonics 
Screening Check?

• Check window opens on Monday 8th June 2026.

• Checks should be carried out during that week.

• Check window closes on Friday 19th June 2026 – 

absence window for any children who are 
unavoidably absent.

• Please ensure good attendance.

• Not present to take the check during the testing 

window equals no mark. 



How is the check carried 
out?

• One-to-one with Mrs Boardman, over the course of the week

• Relaxed and comfortable

• Usually takes between 2 and 5 minutes but we go at the child’s pace.

• Children read a word at a time and their responses are noted down.

• Any speech and language needs or accents are taken into account and not recorded as 

incorrect e.g. if a child usually pronounces “r” as “w” and reads “frown” as “fwown.”



What does it look like?



What sounds do the 
words contain?

• Section 1 – sounds that children learned first (in Reception):

• In Read Write Inc, these are mainly “Set 1” sounds

• Section 2 – alternative spellings of sounds that children learn in Year 1:

• In Read Write Inc, these are mainly ”Set 2 and Set 3” sounds



All Speed Sounds



How do we support 
children before the 
check?

• Each element of a Read Write Inc session teaches children the sounds they need.

• Children practice searching for “special friends” (two letters that make one sound), before ”Fred 

talking” (blending aloud) and reading the word.

• Children who have sound gaps are tutored for 5 minutes per afternoon.

• We also do shorter afternoon practice sessions.



‘Special Friends’, ‘Fred Talk’



Nonsense words



What can be done at 
home?

• Hear your child read their bookbag book every day.

• If children pause over an unfamiliar word, prompt: ”Special friends? Fred talk. Read the word.”

• Practice reading sounds speedily (Set 2 and Set 3 packs will be sent home).

• If children are unsure of a sound, show the picture side of the card and say the phrase.

 

• Virtual classroom films from Read Write Inc are sent on SeeSaw.

• Oxford Owl books are also set online for each child.



Free Video Tutorials (ruthmiskin.com)



Online resources available

Ruth Miskin Parents’ Page:

https://www.ruthmiskin.com/parents/

Ruth Miskin Facebook:

https://www.facebook.com/miskin.education

Previous checks:

https://www.gov.uk/government/collections/national-curriculum-
assessments-past-test-materials#phonics-screening-check-
resources 
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When will families find 
out their child’s score?

• Children often ask how many they got during the check and Mrs Boardman will let Miss Milman 

know too.

• We can tell you the score out of 40 but will not know what the threshold mark is until 22nd June, 

when the DfE release it.

• We also send home children's scores and whether or not this meets the "expected standard" 

with their end-of-year report.



What if my child does not 
meet the required mark?

• Children are given extra support throughout Year 2 e.g. continued Read Write Inc. sessions and 

tutoring.

• They then re-take the check in the June of Year 2.

• This is so that we can make sure they recognise the sounds and can decode unfamiliar words 

before they go into Key Stage 2.



Thank you...
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