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Autumn 1 – Under My 
Roof 

Autumn 2 – Animal Magic  
 

Spring 1 – Once Upon a 
Time 

Spring 2 – Come Outside 
Summer 1 – Splish, 

Splash, Splosh  

 
 
 
Summer 2 – On the Move 
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Lulu’s First Day by Anna 
McQuinn 

 
Goldilocks and the Three 

Bears  
 

Alternative versions of The 
Three Little Pigs and 

Goldilocks and the Three 
Bears 

 
Non-fiction books: homes, 

pets, families 
 

 Love Makes a Family by 
Sophie Beer 

 
What Makes a Family? by 

Hannah Bruner 
 

In Every House, on Every 
Street by Jess Hitchman 

 
Building a Home by Polly 

Faber 
 

Step Inside Homes Through 
History by Goldie Hawk 

 
A Place Called Home: Look 
Inside Houses Around the 

World by Kate Baker 
 

Home by Carson Ellis 

Non-fiction books: nocturnal 
animals 

 
Mr Men Little Miss: Happy 

Diwali by Adam Hargreaves 
 

Other non-fiction books: 
woodland, safari, farm animals 

 
Panda Bear, Panda Bear, 
What Do You See? by Bill 

Martin Jr. 
 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear, 
What Do You See? by Bill 

Martin Jr. 
 

Polar Bear, Polar Bear, What 
Do You Hear? by Bill Martin Jr. 

 
Animal Atlas by Ingela P 

Arrhenius 
 

Creature Features by Natasha 
Durley 

 
Rosie’s Walk by Pat Hutchins 

 
Rumble in the Jungle by Giles 

Andreae 

Busy Chinese New Year by 
Ilaria Falorsi 

 
Meg and Mog series by Helen 

Nicoll  
 
The Princess and the Wizard 

Julia Donaldson 
 

Ten Little Princesses by Mike 
Brownlow 

 
The Princess and the Pea by 

Rachel Isadora 
 

If I Had a Dragon by Gabby 
Dawnay 

 
See Inside Castles by Katie 

Daynes 
 

There was an Old Dragon Who 
Swallowed a Knight by Penny 

Parker Klostermann 
 

The Knight Who Wouldn’t Fight 
by Helen Docherty 

Non-fiction books about farm 
animals 

 
What You See on the Farm by 

Sebastien Braun 
 

Mr Wolf’s Pancakes by Jan 
Fearnley 

 
The Enormous Potato by 

Aubrey Davis 
 

The Three Billy Goats Gruff by 
Mara Alperin 

 
The Three Billy Goats Gruff by 

Henriette Barkow 
 

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt 
by Michael Rosen 

 
Six Little Chicks by Jez 

Alborough 
 

Non-fiction books about ocean 
animals 

 
See Under the Sea by Katie 

Davies 
 

Peep Inside the Seashore by 
Anna Milbourne 

 
The Night Pirates by Peter 

Harris 
 

Kipper’s Rainy Day by Mick 
Inkpen 

 
The Pig in the Pond by Martin 

Waddell 
 

Down by the Cool of the Pool 
by Tony Mitton 

 
Billy’s Bucket by Kes Gray 

 
Clean Up by Nathan Bryon 

 
The Flying Bath by Julia 

Donaldson 
 

The Little Raindrop by Joanna 
Gray 

 
One Little Tadpole by Molly 

Littleboys 
 

Non-fiction books about 
vehicles 

 
Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the 

Bus by Mo Willems 
 

You Can't Take An Elephant 
On the Bus by Patricia 

Cleveland-Peck 
 

Magic Train Ride by Sally 
Crabtree 

 
Duck in the Truck by Jez 

Alborough 
 

Mr Gumpy’s Motor Car by 
John Burningham 

 
The Blue Balloon by Mick 

Inkpen 
 

Welcome to our World by 
Moira Butterfield  

 
Naughty Bus by Jan and Jerry 

Oke 
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Pat-A-Cake 
Polly Put the Kettle On 

Wind the Bobbin Up 
 

Twinkle Twinkle Little Star 
My Little House 

One Finger, One Thumb 
Heads, Shoulders, Knees and 

Toes 
If You’re Happy and You Know 

It 
Brush Brush Brush Your Teeth 

 
Baa Baa Black Sheep 

Sleeping Bunnies 
This Little Piggy Went to 

Market 
Five Little Monkeys 

Elephants Have Wrinkles 

The Grand Old Duke of York 
Chinese Dragon Dance song 
There Was a Princess Long 

ago  
 

Hickory Dickory Dock 
 

There’s a Worm at the Bottom 
of the Garden 

Cauliflowers Fluffy  
 

Dingle Dangle Scarecrow  
Hey Diddle Diddle  

Old McDonald 
 

Have you Ever had a Penguin 
Come to Tea? 

1 2 3 4 5 Once I Caught a Fish 
Alive  

 
It’s Raining It’s Pouring 

Five Little Ducks 
 

Row, row, row your boat  
A sailor went to sea sea sea  

 
The Wheels on the Bus 

Jack and Jill 
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Phase 1 phonological 
awareness 

 
Hearing and identifying: 
environmental sounds, 

instrumental sounds, body 
percussion, rhythm and rhyme, 

alliteration and voice sounds 

Phase 1 phonological 
awareness 

 
Hearing and identifying: 
environmental sounds, 

instrumental sounds, body 
percussion, rhythm and rhyme, 
alliteration and voice sounds 

Phase 1 phonological 
awareness 

 
Hearing and identifying: 
environmental sounds, 

instrumental sounds, body 
percussion, rhythm and rhyme, 
alliteration, voice sounds and 
oral blending and segmenting 

Phase 1 phonological 
awareness 

 
Hearing and identifying: 
environmental sounds, 

instrumental sounds, body 
percussion, rhythm and rhyme, 
alliteration, voice sounds and 
oral blending and segmenting 

Phase 1 phonological 
awareness 

 
Hearing and identifying: 
environmental sounds, 

instrumental sounds, body 
percussion, rhythm and rhyme, 
alliteration, voice sounds and 
oral blending and segmenting 

Phase 1 phonological 
awareness 

 
Hearing and identifying: 
environmental sounds, 

instrumental sounds, body 
percussion, rhythm and rhyme, 
alliteration, voice sounds and 
oral blending and segmenting 

 
For children who are ready: 

RWI Set 1a  
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Communication and Language  

  
The development of children’s spoken language underpins all seven areas of learning and development. Children’s back-and-forth interactions from an early age form the foundations for language and cognitive development. 
The number and quality of the conversations they have with adults and peers throughout the day in a language-rich environment is crucial. By commenting on what children are interested in or doing and echoing back what 
they say with new vocabulary added, practitioners will build children's language effectively. Reading frequently to children, and engaging them actively in stories, non-fiction, rhymes and poems, and then providing them with 
extensive opportunities to use and embed new words in a range of contexts, will give children the opportunity to thrive. Through conversation, storytelling and role play, where children share their ideas with support and 
modelling from their teacher, and sensitive questioning that invites them to elaborate, children become comfortable using a rich range of vocabulary and language structures.  

  

Listening, Attention 
and Understanding  

  
Nursery    Reception  

Children begin to listen 
attentively to short stories and 
instructions, developing initial 
listening skills.    
Children sustain attention in 
group activities for short 
periods, learning to 
concentrate on tasks.  
Children begin to understand 
and respond to simple 
questions about familiar stories 
and experiences.  

 
Children listen attentively to 
short stories and instructions 
with increased focus and 
engagement, demonstrating a 
greater ability to process and 
comprehend information. 
Children sustain attention in 
group activities for short 
periods, but with a greater 
ability to engage with the 
activity, showing improved 
concentration and participation. 
Children begin to understand 
and respond to simple 
questions about familiar stories 
and experiences with more 
confidence and detail, 
reflecting deeper 
comprehension and articulation 
of thoughts. 

Children show interest in what 
others are saying by making 
eye contact and nodding, 
indicating basic social listening 
skills. 
Children engage in play and 
activities while minimising 
distractions from peers or the 
environment, starting to learn 
self-regulation. 
Children understand basic 
concepts such as "big/small," 
"fast/slow," and "in/out," which 
are foundational for cognitive 
development. 
 
Children listen attentively to 
longer stories and begin to 
discuss key events, 
demonstrating a deeper 
understanding of the content 
and the ability to engage in 
meaningful discussions. 
Children sustain attention in 
group activities for longer 
periods (approximately 10 
minutes), showing improved 
focus and the ability to remain 
engaged in learning 
experiences. 
Children understand and use 
new vocabulary introduced in 
stories or activities, 
demonstrating greater 
comprehension and the ability 
to apply language skills in 
various contexts.   

Children follow simple one-step 
instructions, developing basic 
listening comprehension. 
Children participate in activities 
with minimal distractions, 
starting to demonstrate the 
ability to focus on tasks. 
Children respond to questions 
about stories with simple 
answers, indicating basic 
comprehension. 
 

 
Children follow more complex 
instructions, indicating 
improved comprehension and 
the ability to process multi-step 
directions. 
Children sustain attention in 
group activities for 
approximately 15 minutes, 
reflecting significant progress 
in attention span and the ability 
to engage in longer learning 
sessions. 
Children respond to questions 
about stories with more detail, 
showing enhanced 
understanding and critical 
thinking skills. 

Children engage in 
conversations with peers, 
sharing ideas and beginning to 
participate in dialogue. 
Children sustain attention in 
group activities for shorter 
periods, reflecting early 
developmental stages. 
Children recognise and follow 
simple routines, learning about 
structure and predictability in 
their environment. 
 

 
: Children listen attentively to 
longer narratives and begin to 
summarize key points, 
demonstrating advanced 
listening skills and the ability to 
synthesise information. 
Children sustain attention in 
group activities for up to 20 
minutes, indicating improved 
focus, engagement, and 
readiness for more complex 
learning tasks. 
Children recognize and follow 
more complex classroom 
routines and expectations 
independently, indicating 
maturity and the ability to 
navigate their learning 
environment effectively. 

Children listen and respond to 
stories, showing basic 
engagement with the material. 
Children participate in activities 
with some attention but may 
still be easily distracted. 
Children use basic vocabulary 
in context, laying the 
foundation for language skills. 
  
Children listen attentively to 
complex stories and engage in 
discussions about themes and 
morals, demonstrating deeper 
comprehension and analytical 
skills 
Children sustain attention in 
group activities for extended 
periods (up to 25 minutes) and 
participate in collaborative 
projects effectively, 
showcasing their ability to work 
with others. 
Children discuss characters' 
motivations and feelings, 
providing thoughtful insights 
and using advanced 
vocabulary, which enhances 
their communication skills. 

Children listen to a variety of 
stories, beginning to develop 
preferences. 
Children sustain attention for 
shorter periods, reflecting early 
developmental stages. 
Children follow basic 
instructions, developing early 
comprehension skills. 
 
  
Children listen and respond 
thoughtfully to a variety of 
literature, showing 
understanding of different 
genres and initiating 
conversations, indicating 
confidence in their language 
abilities. 
Children sustain attention in 
both group and independent 
activities for extended periods 
(over 30 minutes), reflecting 
exceptional focus and 
engagement in their learning. 
Children analyse stories, 
identifying themes and making 
connections to personal 
experiences, showcasing 
critical thinking and application 
of understanding.  

Speaking  
  

Nursery    Reception  

Children begin to use simple 
words and phrases to express 
their needs and ideas. They 
may rely on gestures and facial 
expressions to communicate. 
Children start to engage in 
turn-taking during 
conversations but may struggle 

Children engage in simple, 
short conversations, often 
responding to questions with 
single words or short phrases 
Children begin to use basic 
descriptive language (e.g., 
colours, simple adjectives) but 

Talk in short sentences that 
others can understand.  
Children respond to simple 
questions with brief answers, 
often needing prompts to 
elaborate. 
Children may attempt to 
recount familiar stories but 

Children begin to use pronouns 
(e.g., I, you, he, she) correctly 
in simple sentences, though 
they may not consistently apply 
grammar rules. 
Children participate in group 
discussions but may struggle to 
contribute without prompting. 

Children can communicate 
preferences and opinions using 
simple sentences but may still 
need support to elaborate. 
Children engage in imaginative 
role-play scenarios, using 
language to negotiate roles 

Children may initiate simple 
conversations with familiar 
adults and peers but still need 
support to maintain dialogue. 
Children describe experiences, 
but their narratives may lack 
detail and organisation. 
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to wait for their turn or to stay 
on topic. 
Children use a limited 
vocabulary, often repeating 
words or phrases they hear 
from adults or peers.  

 
Children express their needs 
and ideas more clearly and 
confidently using simple 
sentences. They begin to use 
descriptive language to 
elaborate on their thoughts. 
Children demonstrate improved 
turn-taking skills, waiting for 
their turn to speak and actively 
listening to peers, maintaining 
the topic of conversation. 
Children show an expanded 
vocabulary, using a variety of 
words to express themselves, 
including some new vocabulary 
introduced in classroom 
activities. 

may still struggle to provide 
details. 
Children may frequently repeat 
phrases they hear, showing 
early language development 
but limited ability to create 
original sentences. 
  
Children engage in longer 
conversations, responding to 
questions with complete 
sentences and elaborating on 
their thoughts. 
Children use more descriptive 
language, incorporating 
adjectives and adverbs to 
enhance their speech and 
provide clearer imagery. 
Children begin to create 
original sentences and 
questions, demonstrating 
greater confidence and 
language skills. 

usually rely on cues and 
repetition rather than detailed 
narratives. 
Children begin to express 
feelings verbally but may rely 
on simple phrases or gestures 
to convey emotions. 
 
 Children respond to questions 
with more detail and clarity, 
providing information that 
demonstrates understanding. 
Children demonstrate improved 
storytelling abilities, recounting 
familiar stories with a 
beginning, middle, and end, 
and adding personal flair to 
their narratives. 
Children articulate their 
feelings more effectively, using 
appropriate vocabulary to 
express emotions and 
thoughts. 

Children can follow simple 
verbal directions but may need 
repetition or clarification. 
  
Children use pronouns 
correctly and form more 
complex sentences, 
demonstrating an 
understanding of grammar and 
sentence structure. 
Children actively contribute to 
group discussions, offering 
opinions and ideas while 
encouraging participation from 
peers. 
Children effectively follow 
multi-step verbal directions, 
demonstrating improved 
listening and comprehension 
skills. 

and actions, although their 
vocabulary may still be limited. 
Children can describe events 
that happened during the day 
but may struggle with 
sequence and detail.  

 
Children confidently 
communicate preferences and 
opinions, providing reasons for 
their choices and engaging in 
discussions. 
Children engage in complex 
role-play scenarios, using 
varied vocabulary and 
language to negotiate and 
collaborate with peers. 
Children effectively recount 
events with clear sequences, 
providing detailed descriptions 
and using appropriate 
vocabulary. 

Children use language in 
familiar contexts, relying on 
routine phrases and 
expressions.  

 
Children confidently initiate 
conversations with peers and 
adults, using engaging 
language and maintaining 
dialogue. 
Children provide detailed 
descriptions of experiences, 
using clear narrative structures 
and appropriate vocabulary. 
Children use language 
effectively in a variety of 
contexts, demonstrating 
flexibility and creativity in their 
speech.  
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Literacy  
  
It is crucial for children to develop a life-long love of reading. Reading consists of two dimensions: language comprehension and word reading. Language comprehension (necessary for both reading and writing) starts from 
birth. It only develops when adults talk with children about the world around them and the books (stories and non-fiction) they read with them, and enjoy rhymes, poems and songs together. Skilled word reading, taught later, 
involves both the speedy working out of the pronunciation of unfamiliar printed words (decoding) and the speedy recognition of familiar printed words. Writing involves transcription (spelling and handwriting) and composition 
(articulating ideas and structuring them in speech, before writing.  

  

Comprehension  
  

Nursery    Reception  

Children being to understand 
that print has meaning.  
Children begin to listen to short 
stories. 
Children may respond to 
simple questions about stories 
with one-word answers or 
gestures. Children attempt to 
retell familiar stories, often 
relying on pictures and cues 
rather than recalling details. 
Children start to learn new 
vocab from books.  
 
Children listen attentively to 
short stories and demonstrate 
an understanding of basic plot 
and characters. 
Children respond to questions 
about stories with complete 
sentences, showing improved 
comprehension and articulation 
of thoughts. 
Children begin to retell familiar 
stories in sequence, using 
some details and vocabulary 
from the text. 

Children start to identify main 
characters in stories, using 
basic deception. 
Children may recognise the 
beginning, middle, and end of a 
story as well as name the 
features of books: cover, 
pages, title, author. 
Children may engage in simple 
storytelling activities. 
  
Children identify main 
characters and begin to 
describe their traits and 
motivations. 
Children can identify the 
beginning, middle, and end of a 
story independently, as well as 
anticipate key events in a 
story.  
Children start to use T4W 
techniques, such as 
sequencing events and using 
story maps to outline their 
ideas for writing. 

Children answer simple 
comprehension questions 
about stories, often relying on 
memory rather than 
understanding. 
Children participate in group 
discussions to articulate their 
thoughts and ideas. 
Children may begin to engage 
with T4W activities- shared 
writing/ drawing based on their 
understanding of stories. 
 
Children engage with and talk 
about non-fiction books.   
Children use a range of 
vocabulary from books in 
different contexts.   
Children answer questions with 
greater detail, showing 
understanding of the story and 
its themes. 
Children actively participate in 
group discussions, sharing 
their thoughts and ideas clearly 
and confidently. 
Children effectively use T4W 
techniques to develop their 
own stories, including 
character development and 
plot progression. 

Children to know some 
different purposes of print – 
e.g. leaflets, posters, recipes, 
books, stories, lists, labels, 
instructions.  
Children may make simple 
predictions about what might 
happen next in a story. 
Children begin to express 
opinions about characters or 
events. 
Children participate in T4W 
activities with support, such as 
sequencing pictures and use 
understanding of stories to help 
them. 
 
Children listen to longer 
stories.  
Children make predictions 
about story outcomes and 
provide reasoning. 
Children express opinions 
about characters or events with 
justification, using evidence 
from the text to support their 
views. 
Children engage in T4W 
activities independently, 
creating their own narratives 
with clear beginnings, middles, 
and ends.  

Children to use a range of non-
fiction books / websites to find 
out facts. 
Children may begin to make 
connections between stories 
and their own experiences. 
Children use basic vocabulary 
when discussing stories, often 
repeating phrases heard during 
storytelling. 
 
Children engage in 
conversation about poems and 
rhymes.  
Children recall some verses 
from newer poems and songs. 
 Children make meaningful 
connections between stories 
and their own experiences. 
Children use new vocabulary 
learned from stories in their 
discussions and writing. 
 
  

Children to talk about stories 
that are read to them - where is 
the story set?  What do you 
think it would be like to go 
there?  How do you know?  
Children may attempt to 
summarise stories- recall key 
details and events. 
Children engage in imaginative 
play that reflects their 
understanding of stories but 
may rely on familiar narratives. 
 
Use new vocabulary in 
discussions about books and 
texts. 
Children can summarise 
stories clearly, recalling key 
details and events 
independently. 
Children engage in imaginative 
play that incorporates elements 
from stories they've heard, 
demonstrating creativity and 
understanding.  
   

Word Reading  
  

Nursery    Reception  

Children begin to hear and 
identify various sounds in their 
environment, such as animal 
noises (e.g., dogs barking, cats 
meowing), nature sounds (e.g., 
wind rustling leaves), or 
household sounds (e.g., a 
doorbell ringing). 
Children engage in activities 
where they match sounds to 
instruments (e.g., drums, 
tambourines) and other sound 
makers (e.g., shakers, bells), 

Children start to recognise and 
produce rhymes through songs 
and rhyming games, 
demonstrating an 
understanding of phonemic 
patterns in spoken language. 
For example, they may identify 
that "cat" and "hat" rhyme. 
Engaging with rhyming books 
and songs helps children 
develop an ear for rhythm and 
rhyme. 

Children practice clapping out 
syllables in their names or 
familiar words (e.g., "Banana" 
has three claps: Ba-na-na). 
Children identify the initial 
sound of individual words and 
objects.  
  
  
Children apply their knowledge 
of sounds to read simple 
words. 

Children engage in games that 
combine sound discrimination 
and rhyming, such as 
identifying rhyming pairs from a 
selection of words or sounds 
they hear.  
 Children being to recognise 
own first name.  
  
Children progress to reading 
Red Storybooks. 
Children begin to recognise a 
small number of common 

Children can participate in 
more complex sound matching 
activities, such as identifying 
sounds in a story or matching 
environmental sounds to 
images. They may start to 
create their own rhymes and 
share them with peers. 
Children begin to count and 
clap syllables in longer 
sentences or phrases. 
Children being to hear 
alliteration. 

Children demonstrate the 
ability to independently identify 
and discriminate between 
various sounds in stories, 
songs, and environmental 
contexts. 
Children create their own 
simple rhymes and engage in 
activities that involve syllable 
clapping in group settings. 
Children recognise first and 
last name. 
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developing auditory 
discrimination skills. 
 
Children begin to learn and 
recognise individual letter 
sounds using the Read Write 
Inc. program.  
Children learn to recognise and 
read their own name. 
Children identify familiar logos 
and signs in their environment 
(e.g., McDonald's, stop signs), 
connecting literacy with real-life 
contexts. 

Children being to count and 
clap syllables.  
   
Children progress to 
recognising all Set 1 sounds 
and start to understand 
digraphs (e.g., 'sh', 'ch'). 
Children practice blending 
sounds together to form words. 
Children begin to recognise 
and produce alliteration. 

Children progress to reading 
Red Storybooks, which are 
designed to include simple 
vocabulary and familiar 
sounds. 
Children learn to recognise 
both their first and last names, 
promoting a sense of 
ownership and literacy. 
  

exception words that do not 
follow standard phonetic rules 
(e.g., 'the', 'said'), enhancing 
their reading fluency. 
Children gain confidence in 
reading aloud and discussing 
their understanding of the text, 
demonstrating comprehension 
skills and the ability to 
articulate their thoughts. 

Children recognise familiar 
logos / signs.  
 
Children practice re-reading 
familiar texts, which helps to 
build fluency and confidence in 
their reading abilities. 
Children progress to reading 
Green Storybooks, which 
feature more complex 
vocabulary and sentence 
structures. 

Some children may start set 1 
a- Read Write Inc programme. 
 
Children read Green or Purple 
Storybooks.   
Children engage in 
independent reading. 
Children discuss their 
understanding of different 
texts. 
Re-read a simple book to 
demonstrate some fluency.   
Read a simple book aloud and 
talk about what they have read. 

Writing  
  

Nursery    Reception  

Children to start to put 
sentences together orally. 
Children begin to engage in 
mark-making with various tools 
like crayons, markers, and 
pencils. Their marks are 
primarily scribbles, which 
reflect their exploration of 
writing instruments.  
Children learn how to grip the 
tools. 
 
Children start to form 
recognisable lower-case and 
some upper-case letters 
following RWI letter formation 
guidance. 
Children begin to write simple 
words. 
Children begin to understand 
that writing serves a purpose, 
such as labelling pictures, 
writing messages, or telling 
stories. 
Children to recognise and write 
first name interpedently.  
Children to begin to write labels 
and / or captions using initial 
sounds then final sounds.  

Children experiment with 
different writing tools, such as 
crayons, markers, and pencils 
learning how to apply pressure 
and start to control the tools to 
form shapes. 
Children orally tell sentences 
about marks/drawing. 
 
Children begin to write labels 
and / or captions by “sounding 
out” (“Fred Talking”) and 
writing the letters for the 
sounds they can hear.  
Children demonstrate improved 
letter formation, beginning to 
write letters with greater control 
and accuracy.  
 Children start to write simple 
sentences, often using a 
combination of sight words and 
phonetic spelling.  
Children begin to use T4W 
techniques, such as story 
mapping, to plan their writing 
and organise their ideas.   

Children make pre–writing 
patterns with more control 
focusing on their dominant 
hand.  
Children may start to 
understand the concept of 
spacing between words/ 
marks. 
Children create simple stories 
using pictures, relying on adult 
support to articulate their ideas 
verbally.  
  
Children begin to write short 
phrases, verbally rehearsing 
them first.  
Children can write familiar 
words independently, including 
their full name and some cvc 
words. 
Children demonstrate some 
use of spacing between words, 
improving the readability of 
their writing. They begin to 
understand that spaces help 
separate thoughts and ideas. 
Children effectively use T4W 
techniques to plan and write 
their stories, including clear 
beginnings, middles, and ends. 

Children begin to form 
recognisable letters - first letter of 
name following RWI letter 
formation guidance.  
Children may attempt to label 
their drawings.  
Children participate in shared 
writing experiences, where adults 
model writing in front of them.  
Children begin to understand 
basic narrative structure, 
recognising the concepts of 
beginning, middle, and end in 
stories. 
  
Children can write labels and 
captions for their drawings. This 
marks a transition from simple 
words to more meaningful written 
expressions.  
Children to write short sentences 
with a capital letter and full stop.  
Children engage in independent 
writing practice, applying T4W 
techniques to organise their 
thoughts and ideas clearly. They 
may write short stories or 
descriptions based. 
Children create stories with a 
clear beginning, middle, and end, 
showcasing their understanding 
of narrative structure. They learn 
to include details that enhance 
their storytelling and engage their 
audience. 

Children may write simple notes 
or messages understanding their 
writing has meaning. 
Children write letters from their 
name.    
Children show curiosity about 
different writing styles.  
Children use pictures/ drawings 
to tell stories, with emerging 
labels  
 
Children to begin to re-read what 
is written.  
Children spell more common 
exception words (red words). 
Children write simple notes or 
messages independently, using 
appropriate vocabulary and 
sentence structure. Children 
explore different writing styles 
(e.g., stories, lists, letters) and 
begin to apply them in their own 
writing.  
Children effectively integrate 
pictures and words in their 
storytelling, using illustrations to 
enhance their narratives. They 
understand how visuals can 
complement written text.  

Children to write own name with 
some letter accuracy. 
Children to begin to use letter 
correspondences in play e.g. m 
for Mummy.  
Children use writing as part of 
play scenarios, such as making 
signs or lists.  
  
Children to re-read what is 
written.  
Children to use full stops and 
capital letters with increasing 
accuracy.  
Children to spell a range of 
common exception words.  
Children demonstrate consistent 
use of spacing between words. 
Children engage in independent 
creative writing, generating their 
own stories and ideas with 
confidence. 
Children demonstrate variety in 
their writing attempts, 
experimenting with different 
genres and formats (e.g., poems, 
stories, reports). They begin to 
understand the purpose of 
different writing styles. 
Children use writing purposefully 
in play scenarios, creating signs, 
lists, and stories that reflect their 
understanding of writing's 
communicative function. They 
apply their skills in real-world 
contexts, enhancing their 
engagement in writing. 

 


