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https://youtu.be/NdOeffZyazo?si=WkkAeV82awzOtLuB


Why have we chosen 

this approach?

• We’ve worked really hard to improve Writing 
outcomes for our children: we’re seeing great progress 
with composition and handwriting!

• Traditionally, phonics and “common exception word” 
spelling have been the primary approach but…

• Spelling remains a weakness for many children (and 
no wonder – there are so many ways to spell one 
sound!)





So what about Read 

Write Inc?

The history of words.

How words sound. How words are built.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4DIViRo6sw&list=PLbwwnj-Aki0P-68BeiFTxG3jaHLo_8KSi&index=19


What do children need 

to know to begin?

• Consonants and vowels

• Syllables

• The alphabet – letter names

• Compound words



Consonant sounds – yellow, yell   
    

Long /i/ vowel sound at the end of one syllable – fly, spy  
     

Long /ee/ vowel sound at the end of two syllables – party, lady 



So how will this help 

children spell?

• We've baselined everyone and will teach to address 
gaps.

• We will teach the spelling of “bases.”

• There are then only 4 suffixing rules to remember 
(rather than the hundreds we used to teach!)

• We use word sums, word families and word matrices 
to make spelling like solving a puzzle… which is 
much more fun than “just remembering!”



Suffixing Rules A



Suffixing Rules B



Let’s have a go…



Adding suffix -s or -es to a base that is a singular noun
makes it a plural noun.

Adding suffix -s or -es to a base that is a singular noun

makes it a plural noun.

The word plural means that there is more than one.

singular plural
Grammarsaurus



Suffix -s is a consonant suffix because it 

starts with a consonant letter.

Say the word that is formed when we have combined suffix -s

with the base.
 cats = cats dogs = dogs hats = hats

cat s = cats 

dog  s = dogs 

hat  s = hats

Grammarsaurus



We have more than one bug. 

The plural is .

Now, write the word by combining suffix -s with the base.

Now, write the word by combining suffix -s with the base.
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We have more than one flower. 

The plural is .

Now, write the word by combining suffix -s with the base.

Now, write the word by combining suffix -s with the base.

Grammarsaurus



We have more than one bee. 

The plural is .

Now, write the word by combining suffix -s with the base.

Now, write the word by combining suffix -s with the base.
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We have more than one spider. 

The plural is .

Now, write the word by combining suffix -s with the base.

Now, write the word by combining suffix -s with the base.

Grammarsaurus



grammarsaurus.co.uk

more than one or
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Adding suffix -s or -es 

to a noun that is 

singular makes it a 

plural noun.

The word plural means 

that there is more than 

one.

Grammarsaurus



When a base that is a singular noun ends in the spelling...

When a base that is a singular noun ends in the spelling...

Grammarsaurus

s, ss, sh, ch, tch, x, z, 

zz

we use suffix -es to make a plural noun.

Suffix -es is a vowel suffix because it starts with a vowel letter. 

When we add suffix -es to words that end in these spellings, we hear 

another spoken syllable.



wish
wishes

Say the word as singular and say the word in its plural form.

Say the word as singular and say the word in its plural form.
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bush
bushes

Say the word as singular and say the word in its plural form.

Say the word as singular and say the word in its plural form.
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dish
dishes

Say the word as singular and say the word in its plural form.

Say the word as singular and say the word in its plural form.

Grammarsaurus



We often add the suffix -es to a base that is a singular noun

that ends in the vowel letter o when we want to make it plural.

volcanoes 

potatoes 

heroes

Grammarsaurus



suffix -s or -es?

Can you write the base and the correct suffix to form the plural?

Can you write the base and the correct suffix to form the plural?
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books rocks

wings

wings bushes
trees

brushes

pigsbirdschurches
logs

foxes

How did you do?

Grammarsaurus

suffix -s or -es?



How can we help at 

home?



Thank you so 

much for coming!

Do you have any questions?
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