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https://youtu.be/NdOeffZyazo?si=WkkAeV82awzOtLuB


Why have we chosen 

this approach?

• We’ve worked really hard to improve Writing 
outcomes for our children: we’re seeing great progress 
with composition and handwriting!

• Traditionally, phonics and “common exception word” 
spelling have been the primary approach but…

• Spelling remains a weakness for many children (and 
no wonder – there are so many ways to spell one 
sound!)





So what about Read 

Write Inc?

The history of words.

How words sound. How words are built.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i4DIViRo6sw&list=PLbwwnj-Aki0P-68BeiFTxG3jaHLo_8KSi&index=19


What do children need 

to know to begin?

• Consonants and vowels

• Syllables

• The alphabet – letter names

• Compound words



Consonant sounds – yellow, yell   
    

Long /i/ vowel sound at the end of one syllable – fly, spy  
     

Long /ee/ vowel sound at the end of two syllables – party, lady 



So how will this help 

children spell?

• We've baselined everyone and will teach to address 
gaps.

• We will teach the spelling of “bases.”

• There are then only 4 / 5 suffixing rules to remember 
(rather than the hundreds we used to teach!)

• We use word sums, word families and word matrices 
to make spelling like solving a puzzle… which is 
much more fun than “just remembering!”



Suffixing Rules A



Suffixing Rules B



Let’s have a go…



Simon has been spelling some verbs in the past simple tense, but he has made some mistakes…

Simon has been spelling some verbs in the past simple tense, but 

he has made some mistakes…

wantid 

crusht 

turnd 

pickt

Talk to your partner about 
these spellings. What 
mistakes have been 

made? Can you correct the 
spellings?

Grammarsaurus



How did you do?

How did you do?

We can see that Simon 
has spelled the bases 

correctly.

wantid 

crusht 

turnd 

pickt

Simon needs to know that the spelling 
of suffix -ed never changes, even 

though its pronunciation may change 
when it is added to different bases.

Simon has used 
sound to spell 

the suffix.

Grammarsaurus



Take a look at some more of Simon's spelling mistakes.

Take a look at some more of Simon's spelling mistakes.

needid 

kickt 

calld 

endid 

cookt

This time, can you help him by writing 
the corrected words and breaking each 
into a word sum to show how suffix -

ed has been added to each base?

Grammarsaurus



How did you do?

How did you do?

needed = need  ed 

kicked = kick  ed 

called = call    ed

ended = end       ed 

cooked = cook   ed

Grammarsaurus



We are going to use the same vowel suffix rule when adding the suffix -

ed to a base to show the “past simple tense”.

Double the final consonant letter when a base ends 

in a CVC pattern, then add suffix -ed.

p
hop  ed = hopped
C V C

In a word sum, we add a small extra 
consonant letter when we recognise a 

CVC pattern to remind us to double the 
consonant when adding a vowel suffix.

Grammarsaurus



shop    ed

shop     ed
Take a look at 

these bases.

flop      ed
We can see that 

they all end in a 

CVC pattern.
drop      ed

Can you solve the 

word sums?
stop      ed

mop      ed

Don’t forget to add a 
small extra consonant 

letter in your word sum to 
remind you to double the 

letter.

Grammarsaurus



Grammarsaurus

How did you do?

How did you do?

ed = shopped

ed = flopped

ed = dropped

ed = stopped

ed = mopped

shopp

flopp

dropp 

stopp

mopp



The crowd 

The baby 

The bird

when the song ended. 

in his pram.

its wings.

The icons give clues to bases that end in a CVC pattern. Can you spell the base and complete the sentence by writing the verb in the “past simple tense”?

The icons give clues to bases that end in a CVC pattern. Can you spell the base and 

complete the sentence by writing the verb in the “past simple tense”?

Grammarsaurus



 Did you double your final consonant letter when adding the suffix -ed because these words end in a CVC pattern?

Did you double your final consonant letter when adding the 

suffix -ed because these words end in a CVC pattern?

The crowd clapped when the song ended.

The baby napped in his pram. 

The bird flapped its wings.

Grammarsaurus



How can we help at 

home?



Thank you so 

much for coming!

Do you have any questions?
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